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Parrock Road, Gravesend – 20mph limit request

To: Gravesham Joint Transportation Board – December 2019

By: Tim Read – Head of Transportation, Kent County Council

Classification: Unrestricted

Kent County Council has been contacted regarding a potential 20mph speed limit on 
Parrock Road, Gravesend by Member Diane Marsh as part of the current trial.

This report is for information only.

1.0 Introduction and background

1.1 The Schemes Planning and Delivery Team are currently running a 20mph 
pilot scheme, the essence of which is to test the impact of some measures to 
seek to reduce speeds where the existing mean speeds are between 24 and 
28mph in a 30mph limit. KCC have committed to a series of research ‘pilots’ 
to determine the effectiveness of alternative traffic calming measures. 
Members have been encouraged to put forward locations they believe could 
be included. It was requested by Cllr. Marsh that Parrock Road be considered 
as a trial site.

1.2 The road currently has a 30mph speed limit. The road is a main bus route 
linking the town centre and is surrounded with residential housing, a green 
space and has a parade of shops and a roundabout at one end.

1.3 The location on Parrock Road has had no recorded personal injury crashes in 
the last three years.

1.4 Kent County Council have inspected the road and signage and assessed the 
suitability of the site for inclusion in the 20mph trial.

2.0 Site Inspection and Findings 

2.1 The full length of the road was inspected by Schemes staff; 1 project 
manager and 1 engineer, and a number of maintenance issues were found 
including missing signs and faded markings around the area where the road 
bends. 
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2.2 A speed survey was undertaken on the road and the mean speed was found 
to be 27.4mph in both directions; the 85% was 31.7mph northbound and 32 
southbound.

 
2.3 There is a frequent bus service which passes along the road, which could be 

adversely affected from a scheduling point of view due to the obstacles of 
traffic calming; and the vehicles could be damaged by physical speed 
reduction measures. The lack of personal injury crashes, and the mean 
speed of vehicles means this will not be included in the 20mph trial. However, 
in order to help reduce mean speeds, the missing signage is to be replaced, 
and the lining is to be refreshed using a higher reflective paint.  This 
information has been shared by email with the member prior to the JTB.

2.4 There is a natural camber to the road, which is more adverse than the 
standard, which contributes to the feeling that the road is safe to drive at a 
faster speed.  However, this is not the case.  The adverse camber means the 
bend should be considered a greater hazard. The refreshed lining will change 
the perception of speed on this road, therefore reducing the speed.

 

3.0 Next Steps 

3.1 Although this will not be included in the 20mph trial, KCC operations will be 
renewing the lining in the bend area with paint of a higher reflective content, 
and the signage will be replaced on the bend.

3.2 The above actions will ensure that the bend is clearly marked and will 
encourage drivers to reduce their speed going into and coming out of the 
bend.

Contact Officer: Barbara Westmacott, Schemes Engineer, Schemes Planning 
and Delivery, Kent County Council   03000 418181

Reporting to: Tim Read, Head of Transportation, Kent County Council 03000 
418181


